Policy: lIA BROOKINGS SCHOOL DISTRICT 5-1
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS SELEGHON

The Board believes that materials appropriate to the needs of the school curriculum must be available to each
learner and teacher. These will be furnished by the Board subject to budgetary constraints.

The task of selecting instructional materials and programs will be the responsibility of the appropriate certified
personnel and approved by the superintendent or designee.

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL CRITERIA

Because instructional programs and materials are of great importance, only those that meet the following
criteria will be approved by the Board:

1. They must present balanced views of international, national, and local issues and problems of the past,
present and future.

2. They must provide materials that stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary appreciation, aesthetic,
and ethical values.

3. They must help learners develop abilities in critical reading and thinking.

4. They must help develop and foster an appreciation of cultural diversity and development in the United
States and throughout the world.

5. They must provide for all learners an effective basic education that does not discriminate on the basis
of race, age, color, religion, national origin, gender identity, or physical disabilities.

6. They must allow sufficient flexibility for meeting the special needs of individual learners and groups of
learners.

The District will not select obscene instructional matter or materials. For the purposes of this policy, obscene
matter or materials is defined as material:

e The dominant theme of which, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest, which is a shameful or
morbid interest in nudity, sex, or excretion, which goes substantially beyond customary limits of candor
in description or representation of such matters; and

e Patently offensive because if affronts contemporary community standards relating to the description or
representation of sado-masochistic abuse or sexual conduct; and

e Lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value.

This policy is published on the district’s website and/or annually published in the district’s designated
newspaper.
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